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or redness and may themselves be
free radicals, which penetrate into
the skin and damage it.”
Manufacturers have reacted
to this information by including
antioxidants in sunscreen formu-
lations, but we are awaiting long-
term studies showing the efficacy
of these topical antioxidants in
neutralizing the ROS.

Update on Ingredients and
Formulations

“Helioplex, a new photostabi-
lized version of Parsol 1789,
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created the biggest buzz at this
year’s AAD,” reports Dr. Ciraldo.
“And there was still quite a bit of
talk about Mexoryl, a UVA ab-
sorber that gained FDA approval
last year and is now generally
available.” Until L'Oréal intro-
duced ecamsule (Mexoryl SX),
there was no chemical that of-
fered effective protection against
short UVA rays (320 to 340 nm).
Clinical trials of Helioplex
from Neutrogena, which contains
avobenzone, oxybenzone, homo-
salate, octisalate, otocylene and

the photostabilizer diethylhexyl
2,6-naphthalate, have shown that
it effectively absorbs sun rays
across the spectrum from 290 nm
to 400 nm and remains effec-
tive for a longer period than past
chemical formulations.

In “UVA Skin Protection: Issues
and New Developments” (Cosmet-
ics and Toiletries, 122, 2: 57-62), G.
Wakefield, J. Stott and A. Duggan
noted two newly released organic
materials that “claim broad-spec-
trum, photostable” UV protection:
terephthalylidene dicamphor




